
DUI Process

Driver Arrested for 
DUI

Defendant is Issued a 
Bond

Citation is Sent to DA's 
Office

DA's Office Determines 
Whether the 

Defendant is a Multi-
Offender and Decides 

How to Proceed

Case is Sent to 
Recorder's Court

Case is Sent to State 
Court

If a Multi-Offender, 
Defendant is Given a Special 

DUI Court-Eligible 
Arraignment Date, then 
Processed as a General 

Misdemeanor

If NOT a Multi-Offender,
Defendant is Given a Regular 

Arraignment Date, and 
Processed as a General 

Misdemeanor

Those with Only One 
Offense in Ten Years 

Receive an Immediate 
Bond. Others May Be 

Required to Face a Judge 
to Determine Bond.

Multi-Offenders are 
Those with at Least 

Two or more Offenses 
Within Five Years, or 

Three or More in 
Their Lifetime. Those 
Cases are Normally 
Sent to State Court.

DUI-Eligible Dates 
Occur Within Two 

Months of the Case 
Being Sent to State 



DUI Process

Preliminary Hearing

Defendant Pleads 
Guilty

Defendant Pleads Not 
Guilty

Defendant Requests a 
Motion Hearing

Case Resolved Case Not Resolved

Defendant Requests a 
Bench Trial (before a 

judge alone)

Defendant Found 
Guilty

Defendant Not Guilty

Defendant Requests a 
Jury Trial

Case is Sent to State 
Court

Defendant is Given a 
Regular Arraignment 

Date, and Processed as 
a General 

Misdemeanor


